CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS OUTLINE

THE IMPORTANCE OF CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS
What is Christian Apologetics? 
“but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,” 1 Peter 3:15 (ESV)

 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ 2 Corinthians 10:5 (ESV)

Christian apologetics is a defense of Christian absolute universal truth as revealed to us by God in His inerrant, infallible, absolute, objective, eternal, sufficient, complete, authoritative Word. 
1. Apologetics as Proof: present a rational basis for Christian truth.
2. Offensive Apologetics: show Christian truth to be the only truth & show the inconsistency of all other claims.
3. Defensive Apologetics: answer objections to Christian truth.
Why do Christian Apologetics? 
1. God commands it. 
2. Glorifies God.  
3. God may use it to benefit others.  God saves; you do not.  Ephesians 2:1-10  
4. Benefits you.  Whatever glorifies God is always good for you.
How do you do Christian Apologetics? 
1. Know that apologetics is a worldview issue.
2. Start and stay with the Christian Worldview: 
“Human beings and the universe in which they reside are the creation of the One Holy Triune God who has revealed Himself universally in nature and specifically through Jesus Christ and Scripture.”
3. Know the Christian Worldview; believe the Christian Worldview; and live what you profess. 
4. Be interested in people and treat them with gentleness and respect.  2 Timothy 2:24-26 
5. Have arguments that confirm and support the Christian Worldview.
6. Your arguments for the Christian Worldview must be specific for each person (a child, a teenager, a relative, a college student, a professional, a confused or wounded believer, etc.).



WORLDVIEWS
A worldview is a network, scheme, or cluster of your basic beliefs that are assumed to be true without proof by which you interpret and do life.  Your basic beliefs determine how you live.  
Everyone has a network of basic beliefs that they trust to be true without proof (Hebrews 11:1).  They consciously or unconsciously, consistently or inconsistently use their worldview to interpret and do life.
No one is neutral concerning worldviews, and you should not be either.
The Christian worldview is the only logical, non-arbitrary, justifiable, consistent, livable worldview.
All other worldviews (naturalism, empiricism, rationalism, pantheism, polytheism, deism, relativism, Illusion, skepticism) require the Christian worldview to be true and must “borrow” from it to do life.
3 BASIC WORLDVIEW COMPONENTS:
METAPHYSICS: the nature, origin, structure of reality.  1. WHAT IS REAL?
What is PRIME REALITY? (One Holy Triune God, other god, matter in motion, illusion, or irrelevant) 
What is the nature, origin and destiny of the UNIVERSE?  (illusion, self-created, self-existent, or created by The One Holy Triune God)
What is the nature, origin, purpose, and destiny of PEOPLE?
What is the nature, direction, and purpose of HISTORY?
[bookmark: _GoBack]EPISTEMOLOGY: the nature, origin, limits, and validity of KNOWLEDGE.  2. WHAT IS TRUTH?
What are the prerequisites for knowledge, and where did they come from?
What is knowledge and how is knowledge acquired?
What is the nature and origin of truth?  
Is truth invented or discovered?
Is truth universal, absolute, and objective or conventional, relative, and subjective?
ETHICS: the nature and origin of MORAL VALUES & MORAL DUTIES. 3. WHAT IS RIGHT AND WRONG
What is valuable, good or bad, and how do you know?
What is morally right or wrong, and how do you know?
Where do values and duties come from?
Are values and duties universal, absolute, and objective or conventional, relative, and subjective?
Are humans held accountable for how they live?
What is the nature and origin of good and evil?
What is beautiful (music, art, literature, film, etc.)?
Is beauty subjective only or is there an objective standard?
5 ARGUMENTS THAT CONFIRM AND SUPPORT THE CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW:
1. Scripture – Scriptural Argument: This is your foundation; stand on it and never leave it. 

2. How you live your life – Pragmatic Argument: Your actions speak louder than your words.

3. Your personal testimony – Experiential Argument: You should have words about how The One Holy Triune God has changed your life.    

4. Preconditions for knowledge - Presuppositional (Transcendental) Argument: 
The universal preconditions necessary for knowledge require the Christian worldview to be true since no other worldview can justify their origin.  
A. Rational reasoning requires laws of logic. 
B. Operational science requires uniformity of the universe. 
C. Reliable observation requires reliability of our senses. 
D. Usable knowledge requires reliable memory.  
E. Moral values and duties require a moral standard.

5. Evidence/Reason – Evidential/Classical Argument:       
A.   Evidence for The One Holy Triune God’s existence:      
 Cosmological Argument:
Whatever begins to exist has a cause.
The universe began to exist. (expansion of the universe, thermodynamic laws)
Therefore, the universe has a cause. (The uncaused, beginningless, eternal, transcendent, all-powerful One Holy Triune Creator)
Teleological - Design Argument:
Cosmic Fine-Tuning Necessary for Life 
i. Physical laws of the universe
ii. Physical laws of the earth
Irreducible Complexity of Living Things – The Origin of Life 
Information Science of Living Things – DNA of Different Kinds of Life
Moral Argument:
If The Triune God does not exist, objective universal moral values and duties do not exist.
Objective universal moral values and duties do exist.
Therefore, The Triune God exists.
B.  Evidence that the Bible is absolute, universal, objective truth:
Because its author is the One Holy Triune Creator God. 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-2 Because it says it is. Psalm 119:160; Proverbs 30:5-6                                                                                  The Holy Spirit confirms that it is to all believers. 1 Corinthians 2:12-13                                                 Jesus Christ affirmed that it is.  Matthew 5:18; written Old Testament available for Jesus                The preconditions necessary for knowledge require it to be absolute truth.                                       It corresponds to reality.                                                                                                                                    It has a clear and consistent message.                                                                                                        It changes the lives of people through the power of the Holy Spirit.                                                          It has been validated by hundreds of fulfilled prophecies.                                                                  The nation of Israel.                                                                                                                           Unsurpassed in its moral ethic and social impact.                                                                     Unsurpassed in circulation, translation, and survival.                                                                     Validated by archeology.                                                                                                                               NT was written in the first century – available to eyewitnesses.                                                              NT text is pure – large number of manuscripts (copies) at early date.                                                    NT is authentic – written by apostles or their associates – eyewitnesses.                                           NT is reliable – apostles neither deceivers nor deceived.                                                                       Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would guide the apostles. John 14:25-26
C.  Evidence that Jesus Christ is God & man & Savior & the Incarnation is True:
Jesus’ personal claims about Himself.  Matthew 5:17; 24:3-14, 36-51; Mark 2:5; 10:45; 14:60-64; Luke 6:46-49; 12:8-9; 22:67-71; 24:44-49; John 3:12-18; 5:18, 36-47; 8:48-59; 10:7-18, 24-30; 11:4, 25-27; 14:6
Jesus’ birth prophesies. Gen 3:15; 22:18; 49:10; Is 7:14; 11:1; Jer 23:5; Micah 5:2                                                         
Jesus’ life and death prophesies. Psalm 2; 22; Is 35:5-6; 40:3; 53; Zech 9:9; 11:12-13 
Jesus was perfect and performed 35 recorded miracles.  New Testament 
Jesus’ followers testified about Him. New Testament
D.  Evidences that Jesus Christ’s Resurrection is True:
Jesus died by crucifixion.  New Testament, non-Christian sources                                                                                                                        Jesus was buried in a new rock tomb sealed with a large stone. Gospels                                                     Jesus’ followers were afraid and discouraged after His death. Gospels                                                                                                                   The empty tomb.                                                                                                                                            Eyewitnesses to the resurrection. Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20-21; 1 Cor. 15                        The disciples’ transformation and willingness to die.  NT, Clement, Polycarp                                                                                The conversion of the Church persecutor Paul.  Acts 9; 22; 26; 1 Cor 15:9-10; Gal 1:13-16   The conversion of the skeptic James.  Gospels; Acts 15:12-21; 1 Cor 15:7; Gal 1:19                                                                The origin of the Christian church.                                                                                                    Sunday worship.                                                                              
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