
Godly Fathering
“The question is not whether you’re ready to have a baby, but if you’re ready to prepare a child to grow into an adult.”  Implies, spiritual, emotional, and relational maturity.

Primary text: Deut 6:4-9, Eph 6:4

“Love is an act of the will, accompanied by emotions, that leads to action on behalf of its object.  –Voddie Baucham

Main Point: We, as men, are responsible for the spiritual growth & development of our children



















1. The Bible is our manual for raising kids

2. We must live a life fully sold out to God  




(i.e. we must be the “real deal”)

3. We must talk and teach of the Lord diligently & frequently

a. Frequently: it’s not just about “quality time”







b. As a part of everyday life










c. Systematically

Importance of regular family devotions.




What do you want to be true of kid’s character?


What do you want them to know from/about the Bible?

4. Raising kids is not formulaic.  It takes God’s grace.

a. It takes courage 

b. It takes principle and commitment

c. It takes the grace of God

Selected Biblical texts on raising children:

1. Deut 6:4-9

2. Ephesians 6:4

3. Proverbs 22:6

4. Col 3:21

5. Hebrews 12:4-11

Resources for Devotions and Teaching:

Proverbs: Choose 1-3 verse sections to read and discuss

Various Children’s Story Bibles

Training Hearts Teaching Minds: Family Devotions, by Starr Meade

Love Talks for Families, Love Talks for Couples, by Gary Chapman

Big Truths for Little Kids, by Susan Hunt

30 Days—Turning the Hearts of Patents and Teenagers toward each other, by Richard Ross

Bible Heros and Bad Guys, by Rick Osborne

The Princess and the Kiss, by Jennie Bishop

The Squire and the Scroll, by Jennie Bishop and Preston McDaniels

Passport to Purity, by FamilyLife

The One Year Book of Josh McDowell’s Family Devotions, by Bob Hostetler

The One Year Book of Josh McDowell’s Youth Devotions, by Bob Hostetler

Answers to tough Questions Skeptics Ask About the Christian Faith, by Josh McDowell and Don Stewart

Foundational Biblical Stories & Lessons *

The creation story (Gen 1-2)

The seduction of Adam and Eve (Gen 3)

Moses and the burning bush and Promised Land (Exodus 3)

Moses and the plagues (Exodus 5-12)

Moses and the Exodus (Exodus 12-14)

The Ten Commandments (Exodus 19-20)

David and Goliath (I Samuel 16-17)

Solomon’s rise and fall (I Kings 9-11)

Job’s testing (Job)

The meaning of life (Ecclesiastes 3, 12)

Surviving the furnace (Daniel 3)

Surviving the lions’ den (Daniel 6)

Jonah and the great fish (Jonah)

The temptations of Christ (Matthew 4:1-11)

Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15)

Judging people (Matthew 7:1-6)

The “Golden Rule” (Matthew 7:12)

Wealth and salvation (Matthew 19:16-30)

Servanthood (Matthew 20:20-28)

Chasing out the money changers (Matthew 21:12-13)

The greatest commandment (Matthew 22:34-40)

The Last Supper (Matthew 26:17-30)

Jesus’ crucifixion (Matthew 27:32-56)

Jesus’ resurrection (Matthew 27:57 – 28:15)

The great commission (Matthew 28:16-20)

The birth of Christ (Luke 1-2)

The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)

Nicodemus and salvation (John 3:1-21)

The ascension of Christ (Acts 1:6-11)

The coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 1-13)

The early church (Acts 2)

Saul’s conversion (Acts 9:1-30)

Falling short (Romans 3:9-31)

The wages of sin (Romans 6:23)

Spiritual gifts (I Corinthians 12)

Love (I Corinthians 13)

The fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23)

Faith in God (Hebrews 11)

Faith and deeds (James 1-2)

Goals for my child #:

1. My child will be sure of his or her salvation

2. My child will love and understand God’s Word

3. My child will know and willingly obey God’s rules of right and wrong

4. My child will know his or her individual spiritual gift(s) and call from God

5. My child will be able to teach spiritual truths to others

6. My child will be an effective witness

7. My child will spend daily time with God

8. My child will do acts of service for the good of others

9. My child will exercise self-discipline

10. My child will be in fellowship and under the authority of a local church

11. My child will understand the power of prayer

12. My child will be maturely walking with God

Character qualities of a mature believer (Gal 5) (
1. A mature believer demonstrates love to God and others

2. A mature believer experiences joy in the midst of life’s sorrow

3. A mature believer experiences peace in the midst of the turmoil of life

4. A mature believer is patient with difficult people and in difficult circumstances

5. A mature believer is kind to friends and foes alike

6. A mature believer consistently demonstrates genuine goodness of heart in all of his or her actions.

7. A mature believer is faithful to God, his or her spouse, family, and to other believers

8. A mature believer is gentle to those under his or her authority

9. A mature believer exercises self-control when people or circumstances evoke an unrestrained response

* Taken from Revolutionary Parenting, George Barna, p 122-124

# Taken from What a Daughter Needs from Her Dad, Michael Farris, p 59

(Taken from What a Daughter Needs from Her Dad, Michael Farris, p 60-61

Godly Fathering
“The question is not whether you’re ready to have a baby, but if you’re ready to prepare a child to grow toward being a mature, spiritually vibrant adult.” 

Primary text: Deut 6:4-9, Eph 6:4

“Love is an act of the will, accompanied by emotions, that leads to action on behalf of its object.   --Voddie Baucham

Main Point: We, as men and fathers, have primary responsibility for the spiritual growth & development of our children






1. The Bible is our manual for raising kids

2. We must live a life fully sold out to God  




(i.e. we must be the “real deal”)

3. We must talk and teach of the Lord diligently & frequently

a. Frequently

b. As a part of everyday life

c. Systematically

Importance of regular family devotions/teaching

4. Raising kids is not formulaic.  

a. Godly fathering takes courage

b. Godly fathering takes principle and commitment

c. Godly fathering takes the grace of God

