God’s Purposes for Marriage

Four Things your Marriage Tells the World

Seminal Passages on Marriage: Gen 2:18-25, Matt 19:1-9, Eph 5:22-33

What if marriage is about more than just your happiness?

What are God’s purposes for marriage?

Introduction:

Marriage was designed by God and is defined by God
Marriage is about more than just me and my happiness

Marriage can bring God glory.  (And what brings God glory is good for you!)

I. Purpose #1: Mirror God’s image

a. God designed you and your spouse so that together you would mirror His image better than you would individually

Matt 19:4-6

Marriage is God’s design

Marriage is between a man and a woman
Marriage is lifelong


Consider how your spouse better completes the image of God than your life alone would?   e.g. shows God’s compassion while I tend to show His justice

b. He called this union “marriage”

Oneness reflects the character and unity of God (Matt 19:4-6, John 17:22-23)

II. Purpose #2: Word-picture of reconciliation

Marriage reflects a living word picture of the relationship between Jesus Christ and His followers    Eph 5:22-23, 32

Marriage presents a living word picture of Christ’s ministry of reconciliation    II Cor 5:17-20

III. Purpose #3: Mutually complete one another (companionship)

Gen 2:18 “it is not good for man to be alone”   






Consider that this statement is made before the fall


Why is it not good?



God designed marriage to replace isolation and aloneness




To build companionship requires

1. Unselfishness     Phil 2:3-4

2. Pursuing common interest
For further thought…

Consider some ways you do/could enjoy pursuing companionship with your spouse.  What are other ways?

Hiking

Dancing
Volunteering

Camping

Evening strolls
Hobbies
Bike riding

Home projects

Bible study
Travel

Cooking

Tennis

Golf

Working out
Games


Ministry

Couples who pursue companionship with one another experience the blessing of oneness

“The best marriages are those that are worked on the hardest”







IV. Purpose #4: Multiply a godly legacy








a. Marriage provides the divine context for having children






b. A godly marriage and oneness facilitates multiplying a godly legacy




i. We, as men and women, can emotionally, spiritually, and physically raise children best as a team.








ii. Kids will best understand their sexual identities,  and roles as future husband and wife by seeing it lived out in the home

“The best hope, and easiest way for children to understand unconditional love and forgiveness comes as parents demonstrate that kind of love and forgiveness in the home
“



God primarily designed that children would be taught about Him (in word and by example) in the home, by the parents (led by the husband). 
     Deut 7:4-9
Adapted from FamilyLife’s Weekend to Remember “Love Like you Mean It”

